1863.] MR. R. SWINHOE ON CHINESE BIRDS. 87 


2, On NEw AND LITTLE-KNOWN BIRDS FROM CHINA. 
By Rosert Swinuoe, F.Z.S., ETC. 


Fam. Picipz£, 


In the valley of Foochow I observed among the pine-trees a brown 
species of Woodpecker fecding off some insects attached to the resi- 
nous gum that exuded between the scales of the bark. It continued 
active in its pursuit, running round and up the trunk, occasionally 
halting a few seconds and uttering a hoarse shaking note, not unre- 
sembling a laugh. I shot the bird, and found its head, base of bill, 
and many parts of its body smeared with the gum among which it 
was feeding. A female, which I afterwards procured from the same 
locality, had the head quite disfigured by the dried mass of resin, which 
glued the feathers of its crown together. This fact, I learn from 
Jerdon’s book on ‘ Indian Birds,’ has been observed before by Mr. 
Blyth and others, in the species of Indian Brachypternus. The Foo- 
chow brown Woodpecker is also a Brachypternus, at once distinguish- 
able from its Indian congeners, Micropternus phaioceps, Blyth, and 
M. gularis, Jerdon, and the small Malay species, M. badius, Horsf., 
by its much browner plumage, the under parts especially being of a 
deep dusky brown instead of chestnut, and by its long narrowed 
feathers with dark central lines on the crown and occiput. The 
Chinese bird, moreover, appears to be larger, the female being some- 
what larger than the male. I propose to call this 


BRACHYPTERNUS FOKIENSIS, 8p. nov. 


General colour brown, banded narrowly on the back with chest- 
nut; quills and tail chestnut, banded broadly on the former and 
narrowly on the latter with brownish black ; feathers of the head 
and neck narrowed and lengthened, in the male dusky yellowish 
grey, in the female light chestnut, with deep-brown central stripes, 
paler in the female. The masculine distinguishing mark is the patch 
of crimson specks (blood-tips to the feathers) that occur on the 
cheek just under the eye. Bull bluish grey, with more or less green- 
ish yellow on the lower mandible; irides reddish brown; legs and 
claws greenish slaty. 

g- Length 8:5 inches; wing 5; tail 3°7; bill, at frout, 1; tarse ‘8. 

Q. Length 9°5; wing 5'3; tail 3:7. 

I have never received this bird from any part of China but Foo- 
chow, where it 1s not particularly common. I have drawn my name 
from the province of which Foochow is the capital. On Micro- 
pternus phaioceps, Blyth, M. Malherbe has founded two species— 
Phaiopicus blythii and P. rufonotus; but both Jerdon and Blyth 
consider these to be identical. The Micropternus gularis, Jerdon, is 
the Phaiopicus jerdoni of Malherbe. 

While on the subject of the Woodpeckers, I should like to make 
a few remarks on the eastern races or so-called species of the Picus 
major group, namely, Pict mandarinus, luciani, gouldii, and cabanisi 
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of Malherbe’s ‘ Monograph.’ The form of this bird, found in the 
north-west Himalayas, and described by Jardine and Selby as P. 
himalayanus, and Hodgson’s species, P. majoroides, from the south- 
west Himalayas, both appear to have the red breast-spot which, in 
the adnlt dress, adorns the breast of the Chinese bird. I will here 
add some remarks on our Chinese bird, made after a careful com- 
parison of my series from China with the plates and descriptions in 
M. Malherbe’s work. 


Picus MANDARINUS, Malherbe.—P. major, L.,apud Von Schrenck 
and Middendorff. 


M. Malherbe has described and figured four species of true Picus 
from China: of the exact locality of one of these only he speaks 
with confidence—his type of P. mandarinus from Whampoa in the 
Museum at Berlin. J have in my collection a specimen from Wham- 
poa, three from Canton, three from Foochow, and one from Pekin. 
From Whampoa and Canton I have two skins which answer to the 
brown under-plumage of his P. lueiani, but have broader and more 
black bands on the lateral rectrices. I have two from Canton an- 
swering to P. mandarinus, but with a less bright red spot on the 
breast. My three birds from Foochow correspond nearly to his P. 
gouldi, which I presume is from Shanghai, but are browner on the 
under parts, and also have indications of the red spot on the breast. 
My example from Pekin is of the bright under tints of P. cabanis?, 
with an equally bright red breast-spot ; but has more white on the 
wings, and the almost white lateral rectrices of P. luciani. From a 
careful comparison of the skins of this variable Woodpecker in my 
possession, I have come to the conclusion that they are all cer- 
tainly of one species; for if we were to go on such nice specific di- 
stinctions as those pointed out by M. Malherbe, every bird even out 
of a number from the same locality might be regarded as a distinct 
species. In one of my Canton birds the secret of the very brown 
under plumage is developed; it is a young male with the crown 
red. Hence I gather that the special brown plumage in this species 
is a mark of the young, the red pectoral spot showing itself and 
intensifying as the bird advances to maturity, while the under plu- 
mage at the same time whitens. The white on the wings and tail is 
always less in the young individual, and widens considerably with 
advancing age. No two specimens agree precisely in the size or 
distribution of the white on the wings or the bands on the tail. The 
farther north the locality whence the birds are derived, the larger 
their sizes generally, and more conspicuous the white markings. My 
Foochow specimens are larger than those from Canton and Wham- 
poa, and have more white on the wings and tail; while the bird 
` from Pekin is as light on the under parts as P. major, though, being 
adult, it carries the characteristic bright red pectoral spot. At the 
same time, being from a northern locality, the white spots on its 
wings and the white bands on its tail are very largely developed, 
Had M. Malherbe known the exact localities of the individuals he 
describes from, and had he had a larger series of skins to examine, 
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I do not think he would have advanced such strong opinions as to 
the specific merits of the four species he has introduced into his ex- 
cellent work. 


Genus ALAUDA. 


ALAUDA PEKINENSIS, sp. nov. Pekin Skylark. 


Smaller than A. arvensis, L., with longer wings ; paler, without 
the olive wash; head much less crested. 

Length 7:5; wing 4°7; tail 3-1; tarsi 9. 

My two specimens from Pekin I have compared with six speci- 
mens of the English bird shot about the same season. Both my 
examples are males, one mature, the other a bird of the year. M 
younger specimen is, as usual in Larks, most distinctly marked, the 
eyebrow, lore, throat, and nape being uearly white, the latter spotted. 
The mature bird is more rufescent on these parts, but is otherwise 
generally paler. The six English Larks vary a good deal as to par- 
ticular marks and length of wing. They are all longer than my two 
birds, and yet the longest-winged of the lot does not quite attain the 
alar length of our birds. They all unite in having their dark parts 
of a much richer brown, and their whole plumage washed with olive- 
yellow, which is by no means apparent in the Pekin birds; while 
the latter have much less crest. 


ALAUDA Ca@Livox, Swinhoe. South-China Lark. 


Of much richer plumage than the North-China Lark, much smaller, 
with more developed crest. 

Hab. Formosa, and from Canton to Foochow. 

Length 6°5; wing 3°6; tail 2-4; tarsi ‘9. 


ALAUDA INTERMEDIA, sp. hov. Shanghai Lark. 


Capt. Blakiston has brought from Shanghai two Larks, which 
occupy a position so entirely between A. pekinensis and A. cœli- 
vox, that it is impossible to refer them to either. They constitute 
an intermediate race, which might by analogy be expected to 
occur on the boundaries that divide the northern race from that of 
the south; and certainly, geographically speaking, the Yangtsze 
River may be considered the dividing-line of the northern area of 
China from the southern. This bird may perhaps be regarded as a 
hybrid form between the two species, which in this locality may be 
supposed to meet. I could not discover any striking differences in 
the song of the Shanghai bird from that of 4. celivox, nor yet from 
that of the Pekin Lark. But in size and general appearance the 
three appear certainly distinct. 

The Shanghai species may be characterized as intermediate to 4. 
pekinensis and A. celivox, with proportionately longer wings than 
either, and less crest than the latter. Its first primary quill is more 
nearly of a length with the second than in the Pekin Lark. 

Length 6'8; wing 4:2; tail 2°8; tarsi -9. 
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Genus ANTHUS. 


Neither Von Schrenck nor Middendorff notice a Rock-Pipit from 
Siberia or the Amoor ; nor has one yet been noted from Japan. I 
have never traced the form in any part of China. We are, how- 
ever, indebted to Capt. Blakiston for the capture of a specimen of 
this group, allied to 4. obscurus, L., on the banks of the Yangtsze 
River, 150 miles inland. This skin closely tallies with one in Mr. 
Gould’s collection from Ireland; but ours has a whiter face and 
cheek, and the pectoral spots, which blend away obscurely in the 
Irish skin, are in ours distinct and well marked. On the specific 
merits of the various forms of Rock-Pipit procured in different 
parts of Great Britain and Europe I will leave European naturalists 
to dispute. For the present, until the acquisition of a larger number 
of specimens shall prove the Chinese bird identical with the varying 
forms of the West, I propose to consider ours as distinct, under a 
specific designation taken from the name of its discoverer. It may, 
however, be only a well-marked race, to which the British forms may 
be found occasionally to assimilate; or it is just possible that the 
specimen procured in Ireland may be one of the several Eastern birds 
that in some unaccountable way has found its way to the shores of 
Great Britain. 


ANTHUS BLAKISTONI, Sp. Nov. 

Bill blackish brown on culmen and tip, light brown on remainder; 
legs blackish brown, paler on tarsi; upper parts light yellowish 
brown, grey on the nape; crown and back with centres of feathers 
deep brown; lore, eyebrow, and chin cream-white; under parts 
cream-white, spotted on the breast and streaked on the flanks with 
brown ; axillaries pure white; wings brown, feathers edged paler; 
coverts and tertiaries broadly edged and tipped with cream-white, 
forming a double bar across the wing; tail brown, the central fea- 
thers yellowish brown, edged paler; the outer lateral tail-feather, on 
the entire outer web, and great part of inner near the apex, white ; 
second lateral edged exteriorly and largely tipped with white. 

Length 5; wing 3°7; tail 2°7; tarsi ‘85. 


ANTHUS GUSTAVI, N. sp. 

This species, which visits the island of Amoy for a few days, 
about the middle of May, may I think be regarded as a summer 
visitant to the south of China. Mr. Blyth has examined a specimen, 
and assures me that it differs from all the Indian species he is ac. 
quainted with ; and I can find nothing in Europe approaching it. It 
is more nearly allied to some Australian forms, It is about the size 
of A. pratensis, L. I have named it after Gustavus Schlegel (sou 
of Dr. Schlegel of Leyden), who was the first to procure the bird at 
Amoy. 

Length 6 ; wing 3'1 to 3°4; tail 2°3 ; tarsi °88 ; bill, along front, -5. 

Bill and feet strong, approaching Corydalla, the former with a 
slight upward curve; throat, axillaries, and centre of belly pure 
white ; upper parts yellowish brown, with a rich chestnut-tinge, the 
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centres of the feathers carrying very broad stripes of brownish black. 
In the majority of skins, the feathers of the back are broadly edged 
with yellowish white ; breast and flanks with chestnut-ochre, spotted 
on the former and streaked on the latter with brownish black ; the 
spots run in single line up either side of the lower neck close to 
the bill; eye-streak, lore, cheeks, and under neck ochreous; central 
tail-feathers blackish brown, edged with olive-chestnut ; the outer 
lateral being nearly white, with a darker outer web; the second 
lateral has only a broad longitudinal pale streak along the inner web; 
wings blackish brown, edged with olive-brown, the coverts and some 
of the tertiaries being broadly edged and tipped with cream-white, 
forming a double bar across the wing ; under wing for the most part 
whitish, with a slight rust-tinge. Bill, upper mandible, and tip of 
lower deep brown ; edge of upper and basal two-thirds of lower pale 
flesh-colour; inside of mouth pale yellowish; cye-rim blackish brown; 
iris deep hazel ; ear oval, aperture occupying the half furthest from 
bill; legs and claws brownish flesh-colour. Some specimens are more 
strongly washed with rusty ochreous, especially on the under wing 
and under tail-coverts. Some have more olive on the upper parts 
than ‘others. They vary also in size and intensity of the blackish 
markings, as also in the pale yellow edgings to the dorsal feathers ; 
but none depart from the well-marked general characters. This 
Chinese bird may perhaps be considered one of the most striking 
and handsome species of the difficult and already well-stocked genus 
Anthus. 


SALICARIÆ. 
CALAMOHERPE FUMIGATA, N. Sp. 


This migratory species, which passes Amoy in May to the interior 
of China, I obtained in sufficient abundance in 1861. I place it in 
this genus, as both iu size and form it is more nearly allied to our 
C. orientalis, Schleg., and the C. turdoides of Europe than to any 
others of the Salicarie that I anı acquainted with. Its hind toe is 
much shorter than that of C. orientalis, and its hind claw smaller; 
its tailis much more graduated, each feather ending in a long pro- 
jecting tip. Perhaps no birds puzzle the classifier so much as do 
the different species of Reed-birds. Almost each species may be 
regarded as occupying a section of its own. I do not of course in 
this include races of the same form from different localities, which 
have been ranked as species, asy for instance, the Calamoherpe tur- 
doides, and its eastern representative, the C. orientalis. It is just 
as well for the facility of determination that such birds should be 
separated, and this cannot well be done without the trinomial no- 
menclature, unless subgenera are formed for their specific reception. 
As naturalists are so averse to admit the double specific name (one 
of the species, and the other of the locality whence any bird is de- 
rived, which shows a sufficient variation to entitle it to be noted, 
though scarcely strong enough to permit of its being styled a sepa- 
rate species), we must continue forming subgenera,—though, in 
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my opinion, with regard to the Reed-birds, and to several other 
groups, double specific names might almost be allowed. We will 
not now, however, attempt to propose a new subgenus for the recep- 
tion of this new species; but only point out that, in the character 
of its tail, this bird is not a typical Calamoherpe, if we regard C. 
turdoides as the type. 

g. Length 7:5; wing 3:3; tail 2°7; bill, along culmen, °7; 
tarsi 1-1; hind toe and claw 7°5. 

Q. Length 7°2; wing 3-1; tail 2:7. 

The five lateral rectrices much graduated, all strongly mucronate ; 
first primary quill broad, pointed, and short ; the second about one- 
twelfth shorter than third, which is the longest in the wing. 

Bill deep brown on upper mandible and apical half of lower, pale 
on the edges of both ; basal half of lower ochreous, becoming brighter 
yellow on the rictus, base, and basal edge of upper; inside of mouth 
bright yellow; legs and claws deep flesh-brown; upper plumage 
dusky chestnut-brown, tinged with olive, ruddier on the back, wings, 
and tail; a whitish streak runs over the eyes; throat, centre of 
breast, and belly white; cheeks and lower neck smoke-grey ; sides 
of breast, axillee, flanks, and vent brownish buff; irides chestnut- 
brown. 

A younger bird had the bill deep greyish brown on culmen, bluish 
grey on gonys, with the rest of the bill pale flesh-colour, yellowish 
at base and rictus; inside of mouth pale yellow; legs and claws 
light yellowish or flesh-brown ; the under parts have less smoke-grey 
and buff, and the upper parts are lighter. 

All the specimens have several thread-like filaments proceeding 
from the ends of the occipital feathers. This peculiarity is more 
observable in the Drymoice and Prinie than perhaps in any other 
group of Warblers. I have of this species eight specimens, all pro- 
cured at Amoy in May 1861. 


CALAMODYTA SORGHOPHILA, N. sp. 


This Sedge-Warbler, of which I procured only one specimen at 
Amoy in May 1861, is smaller than the Continental C. aquatica, 
and more nearly resembles the British C. phragmitis, L., from which 
it differs in the form of its wing, and almost in the unspotted appear- 
ance of its upper parts. Upper mandible of bill blackish brown, edge 
of upper and whole of lower yellow-ochre ; rictus and inside of mouth 
yellow ; irides ochreous brown ; legs and toes plumbeous, with paler 
soles; upper parts ochreous olive, with a few rather faint streaks of 
blackish brown ; eyebrow and cheeks ochreous, more buff-coloured 
on the lores; over the eyebrow a black streak marks each side of 
the head; under parts yellowish buff, much paler on the throat, 
under neck, and centre of belly; wing-coverts and tertiaries deep 
hair-brown, margined with ochreous olive ; quills hair-brown, edged 
with light chestnut-brown ; tail pale hair-brown, margined with red- 
dish olive, which colour also tinges the rump; inner edges of the 
under wing edged with very pale rusty ochre. 
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Length 4'6; wing 2°23; tail 1°88; tarsi:7; bill, along cul- 
men, °42. 

First quill very small, narrow, and pointed, about -34 long; second 
quill -28 shorter than the third and fourth, which are equal and long- 
est; the fifth quill +15 shorter than the third and fonrth; the sixth 
"22 shorter than the fifth. Tail much graduated, the rectrices being 
narrowed at their tips; tarsi thick ; toes and claws strong, the hind 
toe and claw especially so. 


LOCUSTELLA MACROPUS, n. sp. 


The Grasshopper-Larks, when procured, are the easiest of all the 
Reed-birds to distinguish. For if there is any doubt from their ex- 
ternal appearance, one has only to examine the tibial tendons. In 
all three species procured at Amoy, these have proved quite rigid, 
like those of gallinaceous birds. Mr. Blyth tells me this holds good 
in the L. rubescens of India, and I expect it will be found also so in 
the European species. It was first brought to my attention by an 
intelligent Chinese bird-stuffer I used to employ, who was rather 
astonished to find them so hard as to blunt his scissors. I have, 
cnriously enough, tliree good species of Locustella from Amoy. One, 
a male of a very richly coloured species, was procured in our garden 
on the 2nd September, and is evidently a winter visitant to South 
China. This turns out, as I had expected, to be L. ochotensis (Midd. 
Siber. Reise), from the Amoor and North Japan (Capt. Blakiston). 
The other two are both summer birds with us, being generally found 
about in May. The first of these, shot 3lst May, 1861, at Amoy, 
approaches nearer to L. raii, but can at once be distinguished by 
its much larger feet. 

Length 5:1; wing 2°3; tail 2; bill, along culmen, -41; tarsi +68. 

Bill blackish brown on upper mandible; edge of upper and greater 
part of lower pale flesh-colour ; gonys, near tip, brownish and darker 
fiesh-coloured ; rictus and inside of mouth pale yellow; legs, toes, 
and claws very pale yellowish flesh-colour. 

First quill minute ; second quill rather shorter than third, which 
is longest. Tail soft and graduated. Our single specimen has only 
a very few faint spots on the breast, with none on the flanks and 
under tail-coverts. In point of colouring it is very similar to some 
phases of the dress of the European Locustella, of which it is in fact 
the Eastern representative. 


LocusTELLA MINUTA, N. Sp. 


This again is allied in colouring to the L. raii, but is a very dimi- 
nutive species, strongly marked and spotted; it may perhaps turn 
out to be a resident species in South China. I have one, shot at 
Amoy on 18th May, 1861; and Capt. Blakiston procured a pair in 
Canton in October. The Canton birds are strongly washed with 
yellow, and are therefore, I presume, birds of the year. 

Length 4'7; wing 2°15; tail 1-6, the feathers much graduated ; 
tarsi °65; bill, along culmen, ‘38, to gape ‘6. 

-Bill blackish brown on the culmen and the small apical part of 
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the gonys ; the rest of it and inside of mouth pale yellowish flesh- 
colour ; legs and toes large and thick; claws thin and pointed, hind 
claw long and Pipit-like, all of a deep brownish flesh-colour, with 
paler edges and soles. 

First quill diminutive ; second one-twelfth shorter than third, which 
is longest. Colouring similar to L. raii, and perhaps as variable, | 
according to the stage of its plumage. 

I have a few other novelties, perhaps more interesting than the 
above, from China, but I have not now leisure to add them to this 
list; I must therefore reserve them for a future paper. 


3. Notice oF THE CHANCO OR GoLDEN Wotr (CANIS CHANCO) 
From CHINESE Tartary. By Dr. J. E. Gray, E.R.S. 
F.L.S., F.Z.S., ETC. 


Lady Augustus Hervey has kindly presented to the British Mu- 
seum a fine specimen of the skin of a Wolf, which was shot by her 
brother, Lieut. W. P. Hodnell, of H.M.’s 54th Regiment, with several 
other animals, such as the large Ovis ammon, in Chinese Tartary. 

It is a very showy animal, rather larger than the common Euro- 
pean Wolf. 

I do not find it noticed either in Pallas’s ‘Zoographia Rosso- 
Asiatica,’ published at St. Petersburg in 1831, or in Dr. Leopold v. 
Schrenck’s ‘ Reisen und Forschungen im Amur-Lande in den Jahren 
1851-56,’ published at St. Petersburg in 1858, unless they regard 
it as a variety of the Common Wolf (C. lupus). 

The Russians in Eastern Siberia call a Fox (Canis alpinus) (figured 
by Schrenck, t. 2) the Arasnoi Wolk, that is, Tawny Wolf. 


CANIS CHANCO., 


Fur fulvous, on the back longer, rigid, with intermixed black 
and grey hairs; the throat, chest, belly, and inside of the legs pure 
white; head pale grey-brown ; forehead grizzled with short black 
and grey hairs. 

Hab. Chinese Tartary. Called Chanco. 

The skull is very like, and has the same teeth as, the European 
Wolf (C. lupus). The animal is very like a Common Wolf, but 
rather shorter on the legs ; and the ears, the sides of the body, and 
ontside of the limbs are covered with short pale fulvous hairs. 

The length of its head and body is 42 inches ; tail 15 inches. 


4. Notice or a New Sprcies or CHAMELEON SENT FROM 
Krartroom spy Mr. Consuxn Peruericx. By Dr. J. E. 
Gray, F.R.S., F.L.S., F.Z.S., ETC. 


This species is very like Chamaleo senegalensis ; but the scales on 
the ridges of the head and the ridges of the back are of the same 
size as those of the neighbouring parts, and therefore do not form 


